Ultrastructural study on the invasion of the basal lamina of retinal inner limiting membrane by esophageal carcinoma cells.
Esophageal carcinoma cells EC/CUHK1 were allowed to interact with the basal lamina of the inner limiting membrane of the retina in vitro. Both scanning and transmission electron microscopy revealed that tumour cells first attached to the basal lamina with filopodia and subsequently invaded into the ganglion cell layer of the retina. In addition, transmission electron microscopic studies demonstrated that tumour cells induced mechanical distortion as well as dissolution of the basal lamina.